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Welcome to the first edition of our KG Montessori
magazine. Our aim is to help you understand
better the components of our educational system
and what your children do at school. At Manarat el
Mostagbal American School KG we are committed
to implementing the philosophy and practice of
the Montessori method to the best of our abilities
as well as providing strong language programs in
both English and Arabic. We are also committed to
connecting the children to their own Egyptian/Islamic
culture as it is an essential part of knowing who they
are and where they come from. Building a strong
identity in children keeps them well-grounded and we
cannot deny the role of the family in this important
task. As you may have noticed our special events
this year have covered all these major aspects of our
children»s identity as Egyptians, Muslims and as part
of your family.

| hope you enjoy this first edition of our magazine and
| look forward to receiving your feedback.

Wishing you all the best!

Inas Hassan
KG Headmistress

Magazine of Manarat El Mostagbal American School KG Department



29t November 2012

What is Montessori?

It is the name of the educational method developed by Dr. Maria Montessori, ltaly’s first female
medical doctor, in 1907. She developed her method through careful observation of children and
identifying how they learn best naturally. As a result of this scientific approach her specially
developed learning materials help children learn difficult concepts with ease.

Practical Life

How does sponging and clothes folding help my child academically?

Children are very keen to copy the
adults. They like to do whatever we
adults do in our everyday life. They
watch us doing things and want to
imitate us. From the time the child
is born, he is not just a baby but a
complete human being working
towards adulthood. As adults it is
our duty to be good examples for our
children.

Practical life activities give the children
opportunities to imitate what they
see their parents doing at home. For
some people it seems that the child
is just playing but according to Maria
Montessori: ‘Play is the important
work of the young child’.

Children’s hands need a lot of
practice in performing a variety of
movements in order to develop
coordination. The pouring, twisting,
squeezing and scrubbing activities
provide the stimulation needed for the
development of hand-eye coordination
and body control which are essential

to their growth and development as
competent human beings.

One of the great benefits of the
practical life area is its role in the
development of independence. The
practical life area offers the opportunity
to develop self-help skills such as
caring and dressing themselves as
well as caring for the environment.
This independence leads to personal
dignity and self-respect which are
essential to developing a well-
balanced personality.

“Never help a child with a task at
which he feels he can succeed.”

Pouring and spooning activities
build strength in thumb and fingers
for writing and develop carefulness
in movement and concentration.
Washing and folding activities
develop concentration and control
of movement, following sequence of
directions and preparation for reading
and writing. With the confidence
gained as a result of competence
in performing practical life activities
children feel ready and willing to
attempt challenging work in other
curriculum areas.

Practical life activities allow children
to be active participants in life rather
than mere spectators. So please
encourage your children to take an
active part in home life whether it be
to help in cooking, cleaning or folding
the clothes. It may take a little more
time but it is worth it in the long run.

Sidra Tayyab
Senior Montessori Teacher
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In our Montessori Class we do not ‘“teach” the child
language, we help him to develop it. English language is
not presented in fragmented units of reading, writing and
spoken language. The language is taught as a whole, and
starts as soon as the child arrives in the room. Vocabulary
enrichment starts with vocabulary for all items in the
classroom environment and progresses to all areas of
Practical Life, Sensorial, Art, Culture, Math and Science.
The child is given words for everything experienced and
is encouraged to express him/herself to build confidence.
We use the system of labels in all areas of the curriculum
to match words to objects or concepts. In this way it enters
into the child’s consciousness that print has meaning.

In the Montessori classroom a child learns phonetic sounds
of the letters before he learns the alphabetical names in
a sequence. Here comes the role of the Jolly Phonics
program. The phonetic sounds enable the child to break
up the word to prepare for reading. The child first becomes
aware of the sounds of the letters when we introduce the
letters using sandpaper letters.

Vocabulary for the letters is introduced through phonics
boxes containing 3 dimensional objects representing
the beginning sound for each letter. We introduce new
vocabulary on a one to one basis to each child. After
that the child is totally free to access the box whenever
he wants. This freedom gives children the opportunity to
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reinforce what they need to know.

We introduce the Storytown themes in our daily Circle
Time. During Circle Time stories of different types as well
as poetry are read. Discussions are held and questions
are asked in order to encourage the children to use the
new vocabulary.

Construction of words using the moveable alphabet nearly
always precedes reading in our Montessori environment.
By doing many reading exercises which offer variety rather
than monotonous repetition the child gradually learns how

to construct words with two or three syllables.
The practical life area in the Montessori system paves
the way for the student to hold the pencil correctly.
Tracing shapes using metal insets assists in controlling
hand movement. This control is evident in the way the
students color. Students are given a lot of opportunities
in our classrooms to write using the sand tray, the chalk
board and paper.
Sahar Radwan
English Supervisor
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Trips & Events

Family Day

ks |
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The Celebration Of Life

The celebration of life is an introduction to science and history. A candle, which
represents the sun, is lit in the middle of the room. Labels with each month of the
year are laid out in a circle radiating out from the “sun.” The children sit in a wide
circle while the birthday child stands next to the month of his or her birth holding a
globe to represent the Earth The child then walks around the sun one time for each
year of his or her life. As the child walks, the parent talks about what the child was
doing when he or she was that age. Children love sharing the story of their life with

the help of their parent.

Yassin Ahmed

Abeer Sherif

Montessori Directress/Educational Deputy

N

Abdul Rahman Ayman
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Nothing

When children come home at the end of the
B day,
The question they are asked as they scurry
to play Is
«What did you do at school today?»
And the answer they give makes you sigh  |*
with dismay.
«Nothing. | did nothing today.»
Perhaps nothing means that | played with

' “ blocks,
Counted to ten, or sorted some rocks.

| Maybe | painted or learned to tie my shoe.
Or learned what happens when you mix red
and blue.
Maybe | learned to tuck in my chair and put
my work away.

Or maybe | learned to be kind to a friend
while | was playing outside today.
Maybe my scissors followed a line and |
learned to write my name.

Maybe | learned some sounds or numbers or
learned to play a new game,

Maybe | made a craft or sang a song from
beginning to end,

Or maybe | learned to play with a special,
brand new friend.

When you are in KG and your heart has
wings,

«Nothing» can mean so many, many things.
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