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Every year parents have questions about Montessori

N and our educational program that they need

{4 ‘ 4 answered so we thought we would put them all

: together in one article for frequently asked questions

A (FAQ’s). We hope that these will help clarify issues
/ which may have not been clear to you.

Our resident Montessori expert, Ms. Abeer Sherif

has written a lovely article on how you can bring

Montessori into the home in your everyday life.

These activites will help you get organized and are

beneficial for your child’s emotional and intellectual

development. Did you know that folding clothes is a

great pre-reading activity?

Inas Hassan
KG Headmistress
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Human beings, from the time of Adam
and Eve, have been searchingfor “Peace”
because without peace we will be living in a
wild forest. So how and when can we plant
peace in the society? Dr. Maria Montessori
had the answer.

Peace and Cosmic education is a core part
of Montessori education and this is done
through the’Five Great Lessons”.

The Five Great Lessons are stories narrated
to the students and as if they are doors for
the students to knock on. When each door
opens the students will have answers for
their questions about life. Maria Montessori
believed that Cosmic Education stimulates
children to think about who they are, as
individuals, as citizens of a nation and as
part of humanity. Cosmic Education satisfies
the children’s developing awareness of the
larger community, offering them all of human
history at a time in their development when
they are preoccupied with understanding the
wider world.

“Let us give the child a vision of the whole

30t November 2013

By Sahar Radwan

universe... No matter what we touch,
anatomy, or a cell, we cannot explain it
without knowledge of the wide universe.”
Maria Montessori

Children six to twelve years of age enter
the second plane of development. This is
identified as the age of reason and the age
of imagination—the intellectual phase. These
children are reaching for an understanding
of the physical, moral and spiritual order of
the universe/cosmos. This is the stage of
cosmic education.
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Guiding young children towards
good behavior

Since young children still don’t understand
the concept of cause and effect, logical
consequences don’t seem to work with
them. Giving rewards and punishment or
even trying to explain the consequences of
a wrong deed turn out to be a waste of time
when used with children under four years
old.

So what do we to encourage good behavior?
Here are some ideas that would be useful:

1. Give children plenty of activities to choose
from. This will let themchannel their energy
in positive ways. Note that most of children’s
misbehavioratthatage comes fromboredom.
They simply need to try something new or to
attract the attention of adults to come and
play with them. Children at this age need lots
of creative and imaginative play.

2. Give clear and simple instructions. For
example, if you want the child to carry out
a task with more than one step, give the
instructions one step at time. After your
child finishes the first step of the task give
him the instructions for the following one.
The instructions shouldn’t be more than 4-5
words.

3. Set clear rules and repeat them often. It
also could be effective if you take photos of
the child doing his daily routines and display
them. Make sure you revise these photo’s
and rules regurlalry and refer to them when
he does something wrong.

By Eman Ahmad

4. Avoid yelling and negative language.
Children can’t deal with yelling. Loud voices
disturb children and may actually make the
child react with more misbehavior. Also avoid
negative words such as “you never obey the
orders”, “| told you to do a million times” or
“You can’t understand anything.” Instead
use a low yet firm tone of voice to adjust
misbehavior. For instance if you went to your
child’s bedroom and found papers and toys
all over the floor, bend down to the level of
your child’s eyes, look directly into his eyes
and say “You know that you did something
wrong and I'm so upset with that. Now | want
you to clean up this mess.” If he cries, stamps
his feet or throws himself on the ground tell
him — also in a low and a firm voice- that
his tantrum won’'t make a difference and
that you will not respond until he does what
he’s required to do. Leave him alone, avoid
talking to him and avoid eye contact to him
until he does what you told him.
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Trips & Events

International Children’s Day
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Armed Forces Day
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Kidzania
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Day Dream Farm
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A candle, representing the sun, is lit in the middle of the room. Labels with each
month of the year are laid out in a circle radiating out from the “sun.” The children and
teachers sit in a wide circle around the sun and months of the year, while the birthday
child stands next to the month of his or her birth holding a globe to represent the
Earth. The child then walks around the sun one time for each year of his or her life. As
the child walks, the parent talks about what the child was doing when he or she was
that age.
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Certifies that

MWanarat el Wostagbal

fias met the requirements for an
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Today | did my math and language,
practical life too,
| used my eyes, my ears and hands, my
senses the whole day through.
| added and subtracted, learned patience
all the day
| used tweezers, blocks, and puzzles,
And worked with the scrubbing tray.
I learned how to mix colors,
And learned how to weigh.

So mom and dad, please don'’t say,
“DID YOU BRING ANY PAPERS HOME
TODAY?”

You see, I'm sharing as | play,
Learning self-control throughout the day,
I’'m learning to listen and speak clearly
when | talk,

To wait my turn and when inside to walk,
To put my words into phrases,

To balance along the “Red Rod” maze,
To find my name and write it down,
| do it with a smile, not a frown.

So mom and dad, please don'’t say,
“WHY DON’T YOU HAVE ANY PAPERS
TODAY?”
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